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reality a member of the College of Surgeons or of the
Apothecaries’Company, and was so registered.’ The only q ues-
tion, therefore, is what constitutes ’wilfully and falsely.’
The same learned judge, in a later case, decided in 1872,
Andrews v. Styrap, 26 L. T. N. S. 704, expressed his entire
agreement with the following exposition of these words by
Baron Martin in his judgment in the same case-viz ,
, wilfully (for he did it on purpose) and falsely (because he
pretended thereby to be on an equal footing with any
regularly bred physician or M.D.).’ The law, therefore, is
<clear, and the rule of practice approved by some of the lead-
ing medical corporations is in accordance with it. By way
of a single illustration, I may refer to the following resolu-
tion passed by a general meeting of the Royal College of
Physicians of London, held on April 10th, 1876:-’ No
Fellow, Member, Extra Licentiate, or Licentiate of the Col-
’lege is authorised or entitled by virtue of any diploma or
’licence granted by the College to assume the title of doctor
or to append to his name the title of Doctor of Medicine or
the initial letters M.D., or any other letters indicating that
he is a graduate in medicine of a university, unless he has
obtained a degree in medicine from a university recognised
by the College, and legally entitled to confer such degree.’
There is no doubt that medical, like public, opinion changes
rapidly, and of late years it has become common, in some
parts of the country, at any rate, for medical men who
would not for a moment think of using the title M.D.,’ to
’l3tyle themselves Dr.’ on their brass plates, visiting cards,
&c., although they do not possess any-or any legally
recognised-degree of M.D., or even M.B. It may be urged
that nine persons out of ten address their medical man as
’Dr.,’ but that of itself seems to afford no sufficient reason
for the medical man so styling himself, if he be not legally
entitled to do so. Speaking generally, it may be said that
no diploma, and indeed nothing short of a registrable
M.D degree, can confer the right to use the title of ’Dr.’
Whether fresh legislation is necessary or desirable is a
moot point on which considerable difference of professional
opinion will no doubt be found to prevail."

CERTIFICATES OF STILLBIRTH.

ALLUSION was made some months ago to the want of

printed forms of certificates of stillbirth for the use of those
medical practitioners who, having large obstetric practices,
or holding appointments to lying-in and maternity charities,
are frequently called apon to give such certificates. It

appears that for some time past books of forms, each con-
taining twenty certificates with counterfoil for the use of
the certifying practitioner, have been printed for the

Registrar.General. These forms are in every way different
from those for certificates of death, for which they
cannot be mistaken. The outer cover is blue instead of
light brown, the paper of the certificate is blue instead of
white, while the shape more nearly approaches a square,
being 3 in. shorter but 2&frac12; in. wider. The wording, moreover,
is of course totally different, and each form consists of two
portions numbered respectively 1 and 2. The first is for use
when the certifying medical practitioner was in attendance
at the birth, and commences in the usual way, 
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hereby certify that;" then follow the words "on the"
and a blank space for the date of the birth. Another
blank space follows for the name of the mother, and after
the word "of" a third blank space for the residence. After
this come the words " was delivered of a child, that I was
’in attendance at the birth of such child, and that such child
was not born alive." The second portion of the form, which
comes next, is for the use of any practitioner who has
examined the body of the child, but who was not in
attendance at the birth. This is worded as follows: "I
have examined the body of a child of which I am informed,
and believe that - of - was delivered on -, 189-,
and I hereby certify that such child was not born alive."
’Below this are the usual spaces for the date, signa-
ture, qualifications, and residence of the certifying prac-
titioner; and at the foot this notice : " This certificate
must be delivered to the superintendent of the cemetery,
sexton, or other person having control over or burying in
the burial ground to which the body of the stillborn child is
taken for interment." On the back of each form is a notice

tosuperintendentsof cemeteries, burial board officers, sextons,
and others, giving the whole of Section 18 of the Bu,ths and
Deaths Registration Act, 1874. This provides that the
officials in charge of burial grounds shall not permit the
burial of any deceased child as if stillborn, or that of any
stillborn child without (1) a written certificate that the
child was stillborn, signed by a registered medical prac.
titioner who was in attendance at the birth, or who has
examined the body; (2) adeclaration signed by a person quali.
fied according to the statute to give information of a birth,
stating that no registered medical practitioner was present
atthe birth, or that his certificate cannot beobtained, and that
the child was not born alive ; or (3), if there has been an in.
quest, an order of the coroner. Any person acting in con.
travention of these provisions is liable to a penalty of &pound;10.
Another notice on the outside cover informs registered
practitioners that these forms are supplied gratis upon
application to the registrar of births and deaths for the
subdistrict in which they reside. But registrars cannot
be expected to be very enthusiastic about a subject which
does not concern them and from which they will not
benefit either directly or indirectly. This probably explains
why these certificates are so little known. They constitute
a step in the right direction, and every registered practi-
tioner who wishes to have them will know how they may
be procured. There is one great omission which should
be rectified in any future issues. No space is left for the sex of
the child, a most important detail which ought not to have
been overlooked. It would be interesting to know whether the
certificates given by midwives, under which many bodies of
infants are buried, come under the second subsection of
Section 18, and constitute a declaration. Upon these and
other details we shall no doubt have at least some light
thrown by the returns recently called for by Dr. Cameron,
M.P. The registration of stillbirths has for many years
been urged by those most competent to j udge of its necessity,
and cannot be delayed much longer. The present Registrar-
General, Sir Brydges P. Henniker, is said to be willing to
listen to suggestions; and when his labours in connexion
with the recent census are over, he would be well advised
to take this matter vigorously in hand. It will not

require any new department or any marked departmental
changes, the present machinery amply sufficing for this
purpose. A very large proportion of the total number
of stillborn infants will be both delivered and certified
to by registered practitioners; a large additional number
will be medically certified after an external examina-
tion, though it will be well for young and inexperi-
enced practitioners to observe great caution, otherwise
they may certify that a child which has lived some time
was not born alive. A third, and we fear a large proportion,
will be delivered by midwives more or less competent, or by
" handy women," and declared to. The difficulty hitherto
urged has been as to the foetal age which is to determine
registration, but this need cause no difficulty at all. People
are only too glad to bury the bodies of infants, whether still-
born or deceased, and whatever requires burial requires
registration. As for the coroner’s order, it must not be
forgotten that many, if not most coroners, are chary of
holding inquests on bodies which are palpably those of
stillbirths, and for which inquests they may have no re-
muneration, and be surcharged with the expense.

VIRCHOW TESTIMONIAL FUND.

THE following additional subscriptions have been re-

ceived -


